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Weather 


8 A.M.: 53° 

2 P.M.: 71° 

5 P.M.: 68° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ A FORMER Seminole 
State College employee 
is suing the school, say- 
ing her supervisor ex- 
cluded her from meet- 
ings and fired her be- 
cause she’s black. B1 


© Gov. RICK SCOTT 
and the state Cabinet 
agree to spend $1.08 
million for land that will 
help link a bicycle and 
pedestrian trail planned 
to stretch across Central 
Florida. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ THE FEDERAL 
RESERVE lifts its key 
interest rate by a quarter 
point, an expected move 
that the central bank 
said is happening be- 
cause America’s econo- 
my is improving. A3 


© THE DEPUTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
who oversees the inves- 
tigation into whether 
President Trump’s team 
assisted Russian med- 
dling in last year’s cam- 
paign, pushes back 
strongly against Repub- 
lican accusations that 
the probe is infected 
with partisan bias. A3 


BUSINESS 

© COME ALONG ona 
guided sneak peek of 
Disney Springs’ new 
restaurants. A14 


SPORTS 

© THE UNDEFEATED 
Knights (12-0) need to 
overpower one of the 
best defenses in college 
football in Auburn (10-3) 
without Aaron Evans, 
the team’s long-time 
starting left tackle. Cl 


COMING SUNDAY 
oN REVIEW 


wa 


© THIS SUNDAY’S 
NEWSPAPER will in- 
clude a premium edition 
that will take a look back 
at 2017’s top news stories 
and photographs. 


TOP STORY 


GOP leaders reach 
agreement on taxes 


Critics: Most savings will go to businesses, wealthy 


By LisA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
leaders on Wednesday agreed on a 
revised tax plan that would lower 
the corporate rate from 35 percent 
to 21 percent and drop the top indi- 
vidual rate for the richest Ameri- 
cans to 37 percent, according to 
GOP senators and others briefed 
on the deal. 

The tentative accord marked a 
significant step in the GOP push to 
have a tax bill on President Donald 


Trump’s desk by Christmas. Lead- 
ers did not release the details of the 
compromise or text of a final bill as 
negotiations continued. 

“It’s critically important for 
Congress to quickly pass these his- 
toric tax cuts,” Trump said 
Wednesday, promising Americans 
could begin to reap the benefits of 
the plan as early as February, if 
passed. 

Critics, however, said the latest 
changes — particularly the lower- 
ing of the top individual rate from 
the current 39.6 percent — reaf- 


firmed several independent analy- 
ses that show the bulk of the sav- 
ings from the GOP plan will go to 
businesses and the wealthy. 

“How’s it going to help the mid- 
dle class?” asked Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, the Democratic leader in 
the Senate. 

Even some Republicans pri- 
vately said such a change was risky 
since Trump and GOP leaders 
have tried to portray their sweep- 
ing plan as aimed at ordi- 


Please turn to TAXES, A10 
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Charity spreads Christmas cheer year-round 


Kira Pope, 4, of Melbourne, a cancer patient at Florida Hospital For Children visits Santa Claus before her 
treatment Tuesday. Christmas Dreams — a local charity that creates memorable Christmas experiences 
and ignites hope all year long for children battling life-threatening illnesses — is hosting the mobile 
“Christmas is Coming” experience for children and their families at Florida Hospital for Children. 


Seniors 
displaced 
by Maria 
attend fete 


Puerto Ricans celebrate 
traditional Christmas 


By BIANCA PADRÓ OCASIO 
Staff Writer 


Hints of pride fill Dora H. Rod- 
riguez’s voice as she flips through 
photos on her phone of barren 
trees and hills from hurricane- 
ravaged Puerto Rico. 

“That’s how we were over 
there,” said Rodriguez, 76, swip- 
ing back and forth between the 
images she saves like amulets, as 
evidence of what she lived 
through during Hurricane Maria 
in mid-September. 

Rodriguez was among more 
than 100 people, mostly Puerto 
Rican, who came to Latino Lead- 
ership’s 9th annual “A Golden 
Christmas” lunch for seniors 
Wednesday at the Renaissance 
Community Senior Center in 
southeast Orange County. 

Marytza Sanz, the founder and 
president of Latino Leadership, 
said the holiday event took on 
special meaning this year because 
tens of thousands of Puerto Ri- 
cans fled the island after Maria 
and headed to Central Florida. 

“For some people, they think 
they were punished because of 
Maria, and we want to remind 
them that ... it was not a puni- 
shment and they have to keep the 
faith?” Sanz said. 

“In Christmas, many people 
think about children, and not too 
many people think about seniors, 
and that’s why this event is so 
important for them.” 

Shortly after the natural disas- 
ter that has brought more than 
200,000 people to the state, ac- 
cording to recent figures from the 
Florida State Emergency Re- 
sponse Team, Rodriguez and her 
husband, Andrés Carrasquillo, 79, 
came to stay temporarily with his 
sister, 73-year-old Carmen I. 
Perez. 

“I come every year. They call 
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Holtz sues The Daily Beast for defamation over article 


By JEFF WEINER 
Staff Writer 


Lou Holtz, a Hall of Fame foot- 
ball coach and Orlando resident, 
sued The Daily Beast on Wednes- 
day over an article that claimed he 
called immigrants “deadbeats” 
last year at the Republican Na- 


tional Convention in Cleveland. 

The suit, filed in federal court in 
Orlando, accuses the news web- 
site of defamation for publishing a 
July 19, 2016, article headlined 
“Lou Holtz at RNC Said Immi- 
grants are Deadbeats Invading the 
US.” 

After Holtz complained, The 


Daily Beast changed the headline 
in October — it now reads “Holtz 
Goes on Immigrant-Bashing RNC 
Rant” — and issued a correction 
that said Holtz “did not say that 
immigrants are ‘deadbeats; and 
we sincerely regret this error.” 
Holtz’s lawsuit argues the new 
headline still falsely portrays his 


comments and the change was 
made only after more than a doz- 
en online outlets had repeated the 
erroneous headline. 

Holtz lost paid speaking oppor- 
tunities and suffered “mental an- 
guish ... personal humiliation and 
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Sexual harassment claims spark change, debate at Theatre UCF 


By MATTHEW J. PALM 
Staff Writer 


The email from award-winning 
playwright Israel Horovitz carried 
a warning: The New York Times 
was preparing to publish an article 
in which multiple women accused 


him of sexual harassment. 

Reading his message, Cynthia 
White braced herself: She was di- 
recting Horovitz’s play “The Day 
Before Yesterday” at University of 
Central Florida, and the play- 
wright was scheduled to visit the 
school in early 2018. 


But within days, The Times’ ex- 
pose detailed numerous charges 
against Horovitz, UCF faculty 
huddled to discuss options, stu- 
dents debated whether they 
wanted to participate in the pro- 
duction — and a decision was re- 
ached. Horovitz’s invitation was 


rescinded, the play was scrapped, 
and the wave of sexual-miscon- 
duct allegations that has toppled 
public figures from Oscar winner 
Kevin Spacey to celebrity chef 
Mario Batali hit home in Central 
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Voices & Opinion 


@ MOVIE REVIEW: “Last Jedi” is an irresistible force. A2 

@ OUR VIEW: Give housing to most vulnerable homeless. A16 

@ Two PERSPECTIVES: GOP tax bill; Ala. Christians choose. A17 
@ SCOTT MAXWELL: Florida may ban texting while driving. B1 
@ LAUREN DELGADO: Simple, tasty holiday appetizers. D1 


What To Do Today 


BROADWAY SMASH 


The Tony Award-winning musical “The Book of Mormon” returns 
to the Dr. Phillips Center in downtown Orlando. Part of the Broad- 
way in Orlando series, the touring comedy follows the misadven- 
tures of two missionaries. Tickets for tonight’s performance at 

8 start at $84.25 at drphillipscenter.org. MORE LOCAL EVENTS, B3 
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